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The Evangelical Lutheran Church
of the Holy Trinity
Greenville, Pennsylvania

The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 22 and 23, 2026



Welcome in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ! If you come as a visitor today, we
hope you will leave as a friend. We count it a privilege and a blessing to have you with
us in worship. If you are not presently a member of any congregation, please feel wel-
come to gather with us around Jesus in this community of his disciples at Holy Trinity.
Come and worship with us again!

We welcome and encourage children of all ages to be in worship. Sitting with chil-
dren in a front pew and giving them the seat on the center aisle helps them to see
and participate in our worship. For children who are present in worship, there are a va-
riety of games, toys, puzzles, coloring supplies and snacks in the Kids' Prayground cabi-
net in the narthex near the coat rack. If children need a break, there is a TV set up down-
stairs in the nursery so parents can watch the worship live-stream. If you are visiting, an
usher can help direct you to the nursery.

Invitation to Communion: Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus Christ by
which our Lord is truly present to forgive sin and bring life and salvation. All baptized
Christians who believe this promise are welcome to commune. Parents with children are
encouraged to come to the altar together. Children who do not yet receive communion
will receive the blessing of the Church from the Pastor.

Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional communion. An
usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to avoid a long line in the aisle.
Pick up a communion cup on either side at the first pew. The pastor will place a host in
your open palm. Turn to either the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant
to receive wine. After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their First Holy
Communion should come forward for a blessing.

Gluten-free wafers are available; let the pastor know when you come forward to re-
ceive.



Liturgy of Holy Communion, Saturday at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m.
The assembly’s responses are in bold type.

We prepare in prayer and holy silence.

Significance of the Day: In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual an-
cestors as the rock from which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be
built on the rock of Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and
God’s mercy are keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to
this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to
build up the body of Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship
through word and deed.

Gathering Pre service Hymns ELW #834, #848, #893

Greeting and Announcements
As the ministers enter, please stand.

Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father,
and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you free us to love others,

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,

and generosity,

but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us.

Do not give up on us.

Heal us, break our bonds,

and show us the path of life. Amen.




You belong to Christ Jesus

and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of ++ Christ,

and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

Amen.
Hymn Built On A Rock
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bide with us in love, mak -ing our bod-ies his tem - ple.
midst will show his grace, bless-ings up - on them be - stow - ing.
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5 Through all the passing years, O Lord,
grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word,
who here this promise is bringing:

“I know my own, my own know me;
you, not the world, my face shall see;
my peace | leave with you. Amen.”

Text: Nikolai E S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt.
Music: KIRKEN DEN ER ET GAMMELT HUS, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hvimnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also, with you.

Prayer of the Day

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our
life. Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may
gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

Word
First Reading Isaiah 51:1-6

A reading from Isaiah:

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness,



you that seek the Lord.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2 Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
but I blessed him and made him many.
3 For the Lord will comfort Zion,;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the Lord,;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4 Listen to me, my people,
and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out
and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
and for my arm they hope.
6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 138 The Psalm will be spoken in unison.
1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart;
before the gods I will sing your praise.
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all



things.

3 When I called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.

4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.

5 They will sing of the ways of the LORD,
that great is the glory of the LORD.

6 The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.

7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.

8 You will make good your purpose for me;

O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever;
do not abandon the works of your hands.

Second Reading Romans 12:1-8

A reading from Romans:

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern
what is the will of God - what is good and acceptable and perfect.

3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with so-
ber judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned.
4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have
the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and in-
dividually we are members one of another. 6 We have gifts that differ ac-
cording to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; 7 minis-
try, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; 8 the exhorter, in exhortation;
the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands as able.



Gospel Acclamation
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Repeat alleluia
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You are the Messiah,
the Son of the living God.

The Holy Gospel Matthew 16:13-20

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And
they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jer-
emiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say
that I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the
living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in
heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you
the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heav-
en.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was
the Messiah.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

The Sermon Pastor Brenda Martin

As the organ sounds the assembly stands as able.



Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
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I Let us ev-er walk with Je-sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
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Faith-ful Lord, with me  a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.

Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.

Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.
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Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and
all of God’s creation.
A brief silence.

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built. Strengthen and en-
courage your faithful people everywhere they gather, that they boldly proclaim your word
of life to all the world. We pray for our bishops, Yehiel and Kristen; our pastors, musi-
cians, staff members, volunteers and teachers. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You spoke and all creation came into being. Field and forest, wetland and wilderness—
all reveal your glory. Sustain and nourish your creation. Teach us to be wise stewards of
all you have made. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You bring deliverance to nations and peoples. Come to the aid of nations experiencing
war, conflict, disease, famine, and disaster, especially Ukraine, Israel and Iran. Guide the
work of relief agencies and peacemaking organizations. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

You regard the lowly and hear us when we cry out to you. Be present among all who
struggle with addiction, housing insecurity, incarceration, and mental illness, that they
know they are not alone. Hear our prayers for all in need this day. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

You draw together people with differing gifts. Lift up the many and varied gifts and tal-
ents of this congregation and strengthen the bonds of fellowship that all may be united as
the body of Christ. We pray for our partners in ministry: St. John Lutheran Church in
Emporium. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Your steadfast love endures forever. We give thanks for the faithful who died in the hope
of this promise. Strengthen us in faith until the day we join them at your eternal banquet.
Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Are there others for whom we should pray?
P: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the

name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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Peace

And also with you.

The peace of Christ be with you always.

The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying,
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Peace be with you. And also with you.

“

The assembly is seated.

Meal

Offertory response: I, the Lord of sea and sky, v. 1
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Daniel L. Schutte
OCP Publications
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Offering Prayer
Let us pray.
Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love,
so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.
Great Thanksgiving
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Je-
sus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious res-
urrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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Holy, holy, holy

n | |
¥ | I | ] ] ) I
O—— ’ il J . — 2 & f_f_r ’ —
%_J - 1 — —
Ho - 1ly, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and
n ] Il ]
At ———
l\\? 7 g« | - J : = ! Ir' | S
might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho -
#f\! = 1 I I - I ! I I
san - na in the high-est, ho - san - na in the high - est.
IJ? I i T T ' I i I I e
BDe o , 5 o e o0 [ 2o el
J 7 e ' !
Bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Ho -
n /_\‘ ] ]
I I [N I 1 I I I ! I I I N
O s e tetdaiogo oot
san - na in the high-est, ho - san - na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of Bread
Heaven has come near.
Come, share in this feast now,

a foretaste of the feast to come.

Assembly is seated
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Lamb of God
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world; grant us  peace, grant us  peace.

The Communion of the Faithful

Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional communion.
An usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to avoid a long line in
the aisle. Pick up a communion cup on either side at the first pew. The pastor will
place a host in your open palm. Turn to either the left or right side to the deacon
or communion assistant to receive wine. After consuming the host and wine, pour
any remaining wine into the container, then discard your cup. Children who have
not yet received their First Holy Communion should come forward for a blessing.
Please maintain social distance between non-family members.
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Hymn

How Small Our Span of Life
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1 How small our span of life, O God, our years from birth all death:
2 And yet our speck of life 1is spanned by your in-fin - 1 - ty;
3 O Christ,you left e - ter - ni - ty to plunge in time’s swift stream,
4 We thank you, God, for kind-ling faith that lights our tran - sient years,
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a sin - gle beat with - in the heart, the catch-ing of a breath,
our tick of time on earth is caught in your e -ter - ni - ty.
to share the short-ness of our span, our mor - tal lives re - deem.
il - lu-min-ing our pil-grim-age through mists of doubt and fears;
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a drop with-in the o-cean’s deep, a grain up -on the shore,
While suns and stars spin  end-less - ly through depths of cos-mic space,

You filled your cross-closed years with love; you loved us to the end
for  hope that sees a life be-yond the swift - ly pass-ing days;
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a flash of light be - fore we sleep to see the sun no more.
while ae-ons r1oll and ag -es pass, you hold us in  your grace.
and touch us with your r1is -en life that ours may time trans-cend.
for love,both hu - man and di- vine, that lifts our hearts to praise.

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Ir., b. 1923

Music: KINGSFOLD, English traditional

Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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My Life Flows On in Endless Song
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I My life flowson in end - less song; a-bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,
2 Through all the tu - mult and the strife, 1 hear that mu-sic ring - ing.
3  What though my joys and com-fortsdie? TheLord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The  peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev -er spring-ing!
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1 catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. How can 1 keep from sing-ing?
What though the dark - ness gath-er round?Songs in the night he giv -eth.
All  things are mine since [ am his! How can 1 keep from sing-ing?
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Since Christ is Lord of  heav-en and earth,how can I keep from sing-ing?
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Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899
Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.
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The assembly stands as able.

Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve
you unto eternal life.
Amen.

Post-Communion Prayer
Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine
our hearts are filled with the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us.
We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.
Amen.

Let us pray together, Our Prayer for These Times
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Sending

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen. Sung
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Hymn Holy God, Holy and Glorious
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1 Ho - ly God, ho - ly and glo - n - ous,
2 Ho - ly God, ho - ly and pow -er - ful,
3 Ho - ly God, ho - ly and beau -ti - ful,
4 Ho - ly God, ho - ly and on - ly  wise,
5 Ho - ly God, ho - ly and liv - ing one,
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glo -ry most sub - lime, you come as one a - mong us
pow-er with - out  peer, you bend to wus in weak - ness;
beau-ty un - sur - passed, you are de-spised,te - ject - ed;
wis-dom of  great price, you choose the way of fol - ly:
life that nev - er ends, you show your love by dy - ing,

9 .

) w— ™ I = i S v — P —— I
ore—r T >

J ! — | S e

in - to hu-man time, and we be - hold your glo - ry.
emp - tied, you draw near, and we be - hold your pow - er.
scorned, you hold us fast, and we be - hold your beau - ty.
God the cru -ci - fied, and we be - hold your wis - dom.
dy - ing for your friends, and we be - hold you liv - ing.

Text: Susan R. Briehl, b. 1952

Music: NELSON, Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc.. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.
All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 2001 Robert Buckley Farlee, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Dismissal

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Serving Saturday
Presiding Minister............ Pastor Brenda Martin
Organist................... Andy Joos
Liturgical Deacon .......... Jamin Wentling
Serving Today

Presiding Minister............ Pastor Brenda Martin
Pianist. ............... ... Billie Hollenbaugh
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Liturgical Deacon........... Chuck Lanning

Lector...........covvvvnne. Bonnie Massing

Head Usher................. Barry Oman

Live Stream Technician...... Tyler Martin-Call

Altar Guild................. Bonnie Massing and Nancy McLaughlin

Pastors in residence:
The Rev. Julia Fraser, retired, chaplain at St. Paul Homes
The Rev. Dr. Curtis Thompson, retired, Thiel College

In case you need to contact us:
Catherine Richardson, Office Administrator, holytrinitygreenville(@verizon.net
The Rev. Brenda Martin, Pastor, bmartin983@aol.com
Don and Sue Achenbach, Directors of Parish Ministry, achsue@yahoo.com

Steve Repasky, Director of Music, jsrepasky@gmail.com

Acknowledgments

Augsburg Fortress. Reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress under
license # 15404-ELW.

Liturgy texts from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # 15404-
ELW.

Hymn and service music permission used with Sundays & Seasons, a one-time use
reprint license for congregational use. Other music appearing herein is through reprint
and podcast/streaming permission under One License A-719552. All rights reserved.

This Week at Holy Trinity
Sunday Aug 23,2026 The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Liturgy of Holy Communion
7:00 p.m. AA Big Book Meeting
Tuesday Aug 25, 2026
9:00 a.m. Flying Quilts
Thursday Aug 27, 2026
7:00 p.m. Happy Hour (zoom)
Saturday Aug 29, 2026

5:30 p.m.  Liturgy of Holy Communion (spoken)

Upcoming Events
Sunday Aug 30,2026 The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
9:30 a.m. Liturgy of Holy Communion
7:00 pm.  AA Big Book Meeting
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Wednesday Sept 2, 2026

6:00 p.m. Dance Lessons
Thursday Sept 3, 2026

6:00 p.m. Dance Lessons

7:00 p.m. Happy Hour (zoom)
Saturday Sept S, 2026

5:30 p.m. Liturgy of Holy Communion

(with prayers for healing)

Good Shepherd August Request

The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for August is breakfast
items and canned beans. Donations may be taken direct to the Food Pantry or placed in
the marked box in the cloister or the table in the administrative hallway.

Second Mile Giving for August — Flying Quilts (shipping)

All Second Mile contributions received during the month of August will be given
to the designated cause. Please use the envelopes marked for second mile that are in the
narthex and the administrative hallway.

Please Pray For

Permission is necessary to add a person to the prayer list. Please ask before you
call the office. Thanks. Health and Healing:
Steve Repasky Carolyn Fritz (friend of Fran Black)
Marjory Luckock (sister in law of Darla Swift) Joyce Harris (sister of Judi Moinet)
Cheryl Davern Peggy Wise (sister in law of Judi Moinet)
Marie Eaves Nancy (friend of Linda Armstrong)
Phillip Schell Mary Rose Jones (friend of Jill Murrin)
Tris Hall Sheila Kretser (friend of Jill Murrin)

Jayme Hart (friend of Rich and Denise Hall) ~ Lori Scotta (friend of Jill Murrin)
Georgie Fetterolf (niece of Katie Snyder and ~ Stephen Call (brother of Tyler Martin-Call)
Liz Lewis) Belle (granddaughter of Linda Bateman)

Rita Clemente (friend of Marie Riley)

Christ’s comfort for those who grieve the death of:
Michael McLaughlin (brother of Nancy McLaughlin)
Greg Nanz (son of Ed and Cathy Nanz)
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In Military Service

Specialist (SPC) Andrew McCall, Fort Carson, Colorado Springs, Colorado (son of Mark
and Jane McCall. Grandson of Karen McKay and the late Jim McKay)

Sgt. First Class Nicholas Carman, US Army, Fredericksburg, Virginia (grandson of
Nancy Ullstrom)

Admiral Richard Childs, Assistant Surgeon General of the USA (nephew of Harvey
Childs)

Tim Ross, Navy Special Forces, (grandson of Rae Johnson, nephew of Lori McEwen)

Holy Trinity member, SGT Garrett Daniello, PA Army National Guard (son of Todd and
Tammy Daniello, grandson of Georgia Perkins, grandnephew of Bonnie Long)

Holy Trinity member, SrA Stephanie Kovack, Air Force Reserve, 910th Youngstown Air
Reserve Station

Lt., Junior Aviator, Nathaniel J. Hammond, San Diego, California (son of Brian and
Rebecca Bittel Hammond, grandson of Nancy and James Bittel)

Cadet Riley Armstrong, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Duquesne University, ROTC
(granddaughter of Linda Armstrong)

Holy Trinity Member, Private Jackson Weaver, Army National Guard, Fort Sam
Houston, San Antonio, Texas
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