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Welcome in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ!  If you come as a visitor today, we 

hope you will leave as a friend.  We count it a privilege and a blessing to have you with 

us in worship.  If you are not presently a member of any congregation, please feel wel-

come to gather with us around Jesus in this community of his disciples at Holy Trinity.  

Come and worship with us again! 
  

We welcome and encourage children of all ages to be in worship. Sitting with chil-

dren in a front pew and giving them the seat on the center aisle helps them to see 

and participate in our worship. For children who are present in worship, there are a va-

riety of games, toys, puzzles, coloring supplies and snacks in the Kids' Prayground cabi-

net in the narthex near the coat rack. If children need a break, there is a TV set up down-

stairs in the nursery so parents can watch the worship live-stream. If you are visiting, an 

usher can help direct you to the nursery. 
 

Invitation to Communion:  Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus Christ by 

which our Lord is truly present to forgive sin and bring life and salvation.  All baptized 

Christians who believe this promise are welcome to commune.  Parents with children are 

encouraged to come to the altar together.  Children who do not yet receive communion 

will receive the blessing of the Church from the Pastor. 
 

 

Procedure for Communing:  We will be using a form of processional communion. An 

usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to avoid a long line in the aisle. 

Pick up a communion cup on either side at the first pew. The pastor will place a host in 

your open palm. Turn to either the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant 

to receive wine. After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the 

container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their First Holy 

Communion should come forward for a blessing. 
 

Gluten-free wafers are available; let the pastor know when you come forward to re-

ceive. 
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  Liturgy of Holy Communion, Saturday at 5:30 p.m. and Sunday at 9:30 a.m. 

 

The assembly’s responses are in bold type.  
 

We prepare in prayer and holy silence. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

   Gathering    
 

Prelude  Nun freut euch, lieben Christen gmein, BWV 734  Johann Sebastian Bach           

            

 Thanksgiving for Baptism 

  

 All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the  

 presiding minister begins. 

  

 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne 

 and to the Lamb! 

 Amen. 

  

 Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

  

 Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Significance of the Day: Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through the Holy 

Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with his disciples of every generation. As Pentecost 

draws near, we are reminded that the risen Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth. 

We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our gathering around the Lord’s ta-

ble the Spirit will transform us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world. 
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 Merciful God, 

 you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

 You lead us beside still waters. 

 We thank you for the waters of creation: 

 morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves. 

 We thank you for the waters that nourish us, especially Pymatuning and Lake Erie. 

 Blessed are you. 

 You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

  

 Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness 

 who accompanies us on our journeys. 

 We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. 

 We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow. 

 Blessed are you. 

 You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

  

 Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. 

 Break down barriers that divide us. 

 Fill us with the breath of peace. 

 Blessed are you. 

 You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

  

 Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, 

 and for making us a new creation. 

 We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 

 now and forever. 

 Amen. 
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   Hymn               Baptized in Water 
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  Hymn   Come, Thou Almighty King   
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 Easter Dialogue  

                      Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 

  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

            We are illumined by the brightness of his rising. 

   Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 

  

  Death has no more dominion over us. 

                      Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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 Prayer of the Day 

 Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. 

 In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the 

 world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

 Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

 forever. 

 Amen. 

 

 The assembly is seated. 

Word 

  First Reading                     Acts 17:22-31 

 

  A reading from Acts: 

22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see 

how extremely religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the 

city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I found among 

them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore 

you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the 

world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 

live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by human hands, 

as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and 

breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit 

the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the bounda-

ries of the places where they would live, 27so that they would search for 

God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far 

from each one of us. 28For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your own poets have said, 

‘For we too are his offspring.’ 

29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity 

is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination 

of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, 

now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed 

a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man 

whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising 

him from the dead.” 

 

  The Word of the Lord.            

Thanks be to God. 



10 

 

Psalm  68:8-20 The Psalm will be spoken responsively on Saturday  

    and sung on Sunday. 

 
 8 Bless our | God, you peoples; 

  let the sound of | praise be heard. 

 9 Our God has kept us a- | mong the living 

  and has not allowed our | feet to slip.  

 10 For you, O God, have | tested us; 

  you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried. 

 11 You brought us in- | to the net; 

  you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs. 

 12 You let people ride over our heads; we went through | fire and water, 

  but you brought us out into a place | of refreshment. 

 13 I will enter your house | with burnt offerings 

  and will pay | you my vows— 

 14 those that I promised | with my lips 

  and spoke with my mouth when I | was in trouble. 

 15 I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the | smoke of rams; 

  I will give you ox- | en and goats.  

 16 Come and listen, all you | who believe, 

  and I will tell you what God has | done for me. 

 17 I called out to God | with my mouth, 

  and praised the Lord | with my tongue. 

 18 If I had cherished evil | in my heart, 

  the Lord would | not have heard me; 

 19 but in truth | God has heard me 

  and has attended to the sound | of my prayer. 

 20 Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer, 

  nor withheld unfailing | love from me. (R) 
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Second Reading            1 Peter 3:13-22 

  

  A reading from 1 Peter: 

 

 13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 

But even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not 

fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts sanctify 

Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who de-

mands from you an accounting for the hope that is in you; 16 yet do it with 

gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that, when you 

are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be 

put to shame. 17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should 

be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for 

sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to 

God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19 in 

which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 

who in former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 

Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, 

were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this prefigured, now 

saves you – not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God 

for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has 

gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, 

and powers made subject to him. 

 

  The Word of the Lord.  

  Thanks be to God. 

  

  The assembly stands as able. 
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Gospel Acclamation                 

 
Those who love me will keep my word, and my Fa- | ther will love them, 

and we will come to them and make our | home with them. 

 

The Holy Gospel          John 14:15-21 

 

  The Holy Gospel according to St. John. 

  Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

 15 “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16 And I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for-

ever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because 

it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with 

you, and he will be in you. 

 18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In a little 

while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, 

you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, 

and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my commandments and 

keep them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by 

my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.” 

 

  The Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 The assembly is seated. 

 

 The Sermon                                                        Pastor Brenda Martin 

     As the organ sounds the assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 
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  Hymn   Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice  
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 Nicene Creed   

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

In accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the  

dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  
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Prayers of Intercession  

Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let us 

pray for the needs of all creation. 

      A brief silence. 

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in relationship with you 

and one another. Guide the church and its leaders to proclaim Christ’s righteousness 

throughout the world. We pray for our bishops, Yeheil and Kristen; our pastors, musi-

cians, worship leaders, staff members and council members. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You create the world and all that is in it. Shelter budding plants and young animals, pro-

vide unpolluted habitats and clean water, and raise up stewards for the environment. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You set civil servants in the places where we live. Instill truth and equity among judges 

and lawyers, gentleness and courage among first responders, and peace among leaders of 

towns and nations. We pray for our president, Donald; our governor, Josh; and our mu-

nicipal and school leaders. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You provide comfort in times of trouble. Heal those who are sick, shelter any who are 

unhoused, feed those undernourished, and accompany and console all who are lonely, be-

reaved, anxious, or ill. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You are love and you desire that we love one another. As a mother hen cares for her 

chicks, bless all who provide motherly care in our lives, and inspire us to care for one an-

other. We pray for our musicians who have helped lead the song of your church through-

out this church year. We also pray for our partners in ministry: Luther Memorial Church, 

Erie, and Glade Run Lutheran Services. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

God of new life, your steadfast love endures forever. Inspire us by the example of the 

faithful departed, including Pastor Roth, Shirley, Marilyn, Betty K and Helga, who clung 

to your promises of life, forgiveness of sins, and salvation. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Are there others for whom we should pray? 

 

P:  God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 
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 Peace 

  The peace of Christ be with you always.   And also with you. 

 

  The people greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace saying,  

  “Peace be with you.  And also with you.”   
 

 The assembly is seated. 

 
 
Meal    

Offertory Anthem        

Good Christian men rejoice and si  

Ernest Bullock 

 

Good Christian men rejoice and sing! 

Now is the triumph of our King! 

To all the world glad news we bring; Alleluya! 

 

The Lord of Life is risen for ay; 

Bring flowers of song to strew his way; 

Let all mankind rejoice and say:  Alleluya! 

 

Praise we in songs of victory 

That love, that Life which cannot die, 

And sing with hearts uplifted high:  Alleluya! 

 

Thy name we bless, O risen Lord, 

And sing today with one accord 

The life laid down, the Life restored:  Alleluya! 

 

text by Cyril Argentine Alington 

 

The assembly stands as able. 
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Offertory Verse           

 
 

       Offering Prayer 

  Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  Through your goodness you 

have blessed us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions.  

Use us, and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, 

through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

  Amen. 
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       Great Thanksgiving   

 
 

 It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

 that we should at all times and in all places 

 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

 for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 

 the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 

 who in dying has destroyed death, 

 and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 

 And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

 with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

 and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, holy, holy 

  

  

 Prayer of Thanksgiving    

  

 Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

 Your mercy is everlasting 

 and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 

  

 Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

 Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

 Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 

 Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

 to the land of milk and honey. 

 Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

 Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

 Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 

  

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
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 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 With this bread and cup 

 we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life 

 as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 
 O God of resurrection and new life: 

 Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

 and on these gifts of bread and wine. 

 Bless this feast. 

 Grace our table with your presence. 

 Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

 Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

 Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

 Breathe new life into us. 

 Send us forth, 

 burning with justice, peace, and love. 

 Come, Holy Spirit. 

  

 With your holy ones of all times and places, 

 with the earth and all its creatures, 

 with sun and moon and stars, 

 we praise you, O God, 

 blessed and holy Trinity, 

 now and forever. 
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 Lord’s Prayer 

  Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of Bread 

  

 Alleluia!  Christ our passover is sacrificed for us,  

  Therefore let us keep the feast.  Alleluia. 

             The gifts of God for the people of God.  Come, for all is now ready. 

 

 

Assembly is seated 
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The Communion of the Faithful 

 

Procedure for Communing:  Approach the altar rail through the door to the front 

left, take a small glass from the tray and move to the furthest place open, kneeling 

if you are able, or standing.  Receive the host either in your open palm or in your 

mouth; receive the wine poured into the small glass, saying "Amen" after receiv-

ing each.  If you are unable to consume either the bread or wine, be assured that 

Christ is fully present for us in either element; reverence the body or blood of 

Christ by saying “Amen” when the host or the cup is presented.  Leave by the 

right, placing your empty glass in the tray provided, and return to your pew. 
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   Hymn                Children of the Heavenly Father 
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  Hymn          All Things Bright and Beautiful 

 
 

 The assembly stands as able.  

  

 Post-Communion Blessing  

  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve 

  you unto eternal life. 

  Amen. 
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Post-Communion Prayer    

Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait,  

you come to us  

in the broken bread and the cup we share.   

Make us ready always  

to welcome Christ into our hearts,  

and send us forth to be your people in the world,  

announcing your coming among us  

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Let us pray together, Our Prayer for These Times  

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot 

see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.  

Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, 

but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Sending 

 Blessing 

  Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.   

  Amen. Sung 

    

   Hymn                         I Sing the Mighty Power of God 

 
Dismissal  

 
 

Postlude:       Marche Religieuse    Alexandre Guilmant 
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Serving Saturday 

 Presiding Minister. . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor Brenda Martin 

 Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Andy Joos 

 Liturgical Deacon . . . . . . . . . .   Marie Riley 

         

         Serving Today 

 

 Presiding Minister . . . . . . . . . . .  Pastor Brenda Martin 

 Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . Steve Repasky     

 Liturgical Deacon . . . . . . . . . . . Sean Oros 

 Lector  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Don Achenbach 

 Head Usher. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mike Bradley  

 Live Stream Technician . . . . .  Tyler Martin-Call 

 Altar Guild . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bonnie Massing and Nancy McLaughlin 

    

         Pastors in residence: 

The Rev. Julia Fraser, retired, chaplain at St. Paul Homes 

The Rev. Dr. Curtis Thompson, retired, Thiel College 

         

        In case you need to contact us: 

Catherine Richardson, Office Administrator, holytrinitygreenville@verizon.net 

The Rev. Brenda Martin, Pastor, bmartin983@aol.com 

Don and Sue Achenbach, Directors of Parish Ministry, achsue@yahoo.com 

Steve Repasky, Director of Music, jsrepasky@gmail.com 

              

            Acknowledgments 

 In the Easter season, we use the liturgy of the Holy Trinity composed by Paul  

Weber, commissioned by this congregation. 

 Psalm tone from Psalter for Worship, Year B, Mark Sedio, ©2008  

Augsburg Fortress. Reproduced by permission of Augsburg Fortress under 

license # 15404-ELW.    

Liturgy texts from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress under license # 15404-

ELW.  

 Hymn and service music permission used with Sundays & Seasons, a one-time use 

reprint license for congregational use.  Other music appearing herein is through reprint 

and podcast/streaming permission under One License A-719552. All rights reserved. 

    This Week at Holy Trinity 

Sunday May 10, 2026   Sixth Sunday of Easter 
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 8:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 9:30 a.m. Liturgy of Holy Communion  

 10:45 a.m. Sunday school and Confirmation classes 

 7:00 p.m. AA Big Book Meeting 

Monday May 11, 2026 

 6:30 p.m. Fiber Arts Group 

Tuesday May 12, 2026 

 9:00 a.m. Flying Quilts 

 6:30 p.m. Worship and Music 

Wednesday May 13, 2026    

 1:00 p.m. Staff Meeting 

 6:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday May 14, 2026    

 5:30 p.m. Officers Planning Meeting 

 6:30 p.m. Finance Committee 

 8:00 p.m. Happy Hour (zoom) 

Saturday May 16, 2026   

 5:30 p.m. Liturgy of Holy Communion (spoken)      

    UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday May 17, 2026   Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 8:30 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 9:30 a.m. Liturgy of Holy Communion  

 7:00 p.m. AA Big Book Meeting 

Monday May 18, 2026 

 6:30 p.m. Fiber Arts Group 

 7:00 p.m. Executive GSO Board Meeting 

Tuesday May 19, 2026 

 7:00 p.m. Congregational Council 

Wednesday May 20, 2026    

 6:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 7:00 p.m. GSO Board Meeting  

Thursday May 21, 2026    

 7:00 p.m. Happy Hour (zoom) 

Friday May 22, 2026 

 6:00 p.m. Girl Scouts 

Saturday May 24, 2026   

 5:30 p.m. Liturgy of Holy Communion (spoken)    
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    Altar and Columbarium Flowers 

 The flowers on the altar have been given to the glory of God and in honor of 

Dalton’s birthday by his parents Todd and Tammy Daniello and his brother Garrett. 

 The flowers in the columbarium have been given to the glory of God and in loving 

memory of my son Rob and my parents The Kirkners, by Linda Broadbent. 

       Good Shepherd May Request 

The Good Shepherd Center's request for Holy Trinity for May is peanut butter 

and jelly.  Donations may be taken direct to the Food Pantry or placed in the marked box 

in the cloister.  We also have a table in the administrative hallway for donations to be 

dropped off.   

        Second Mile Giving for May – Lutherlyn 

  All Second Mile contributions received during the month of May will be given to 

the designated cause.  Please use the envelopes marked for second mile that are in the 

narthex and the administrative hallway. 

 

      Please Pray For  
   Permission is necessary to add a person to the prayer list.  Please ask before you 

call the office.  Thanks.  Health and Healing: 

 

Georgie Fetterolf (niece of Katie Snyder and  

Liz Lewis) 

Rita Clemente (friend of Marie Riley) 

Carolyn Fritz (friend of Fran Black) 

Bonnie Long 

Georgia Perkins 

Todd Holsinger (nephew of Billie and Dave  

Hollenbaugh) 

Joyce Harris (sister of Judi Moinet) 

Peggy Wise (sister in law of Judi Moinet) 

Maria (friend of Linda Armstrong) 

Diana and Donnie (friends of Rich and Denise  

Hall) 

Kate Washill Martin (friend of Pastor Brenda) 

 

      Christ’s comfort for those who grieve the death of: 

Pastor Martin Roth 

Helga Marguglio 

Betty K. Junk 

Marilyn Johnson 

Sherry (friend of Rich and Denise Hall) 

John Myers (husband of Pastor Brenda) 

Ken Buikema (cousin of Denise and 

Rich Hall) 

Charlene Miller (friend of Denise and  

Rich Hall) 

Mary Rose Jones (friend of Jill Murrin) 

Sheila Kretser (friend of Jill Murrin) 

Lori Scotta (friend of Jill Murrin) 

Russell Morgan (father of Matt Morgan) 

Stephen Call (brother of Tyler Martin-Call) 

Nancy (friend of Linda Armstrong) 

Dillon (friend of Ed Pitcher & Beth Harpst) 

Belle (granddaughter of Linda Bateman) 
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            Music Notes  

With a text by Martin Luther written in 1523 and translated by Richard Massie we sing 

our hymn of the day, Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice.  It is an early nine-verse 

hymn text by Luther and considered by many to be his finest.  The music to this hymn is 

in AABA form, meaning that the first, second, and fourth section of the hymn is the same 

with the third section presenting a new melody. 

 

In the late 16th and early 17th centuries, it was common for Lutheran hymns to have a 

dozen or more verses.  Our hymnal presents eight verses.  Don't worry.  Each verse only 

takes about 20 seconds to sing.  The hymn expresses the joyful exchange where Christ 

takes sin and grants his divine compassion transforming human despair into joy. 

 

The picture is from the second Lutheran hymnal printed and published in 1524 in Erfurt, 

Germany.  Please note that the music to this hymn, like the text, is also printed with steel 

type.  Like movable type, each segment of the notes and staff is painstakingly drawn 

from a music type case and placed in a composing stick. 

 

The organ prelude is Johann Sebastian Bach's organ prelude setting of this hymn.  At age 

21, I played this Bach piece for my senior undergraduate recital at YSU's Dana School of 

Music. During the recital, the adrenaline kicked in and I played it way too fast.  I remem-

ber five measures into the piece hearing the audience gasp.  

 

You may recognize the postlude as the organist and composer Alexandre Guilmant based 

it on Handel's Lift up your heads ye mighty gates.  It is a chorus from Part II of Handel's 

Messiah. 

 

                     

 Nun freut euch, lieben Christen g'mein printed in the Erfurt Enchiridion, 1524 
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Holy Trinity member, SrA Stephanie Kovack, Air Force Reserve, 910th Youngstown Air 

  Reserve Station 

Lt., Junior Aviator, Nathaniel J. Hammond, San Diego, California (son of Brian and     

  Rebecca Bittel Hammond, grandson of Nancy and James Bittel) 

Cadet Riley Armstrong, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Duquesne University, ROTC  

  (granddaughter of Linda Armstrong) 

Holy Trinity Member, Private Jackson Weaver, Army National Guard, Fort Jackson,  

  South Carolina 

 


