T B
W

7 .
\ ‘A'Z’ﬂ': TR Vet
42 i

) :
¥ 35: ;
fhe <

A

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Greenville

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 26, 2020



Welcome in the name of Our Lord Jesus Christ! If you come as a visitor today, we
hope you will leave as a friend. We count it a privilege and a blessing to have you with us
in worship. If you are not presently a member of any congregation, please feel welcome
to gather with us around Jesus in this community of his disciples at Holy Trinity. Come
and worship with us again!

Invitation to Communion: Holy Communion is the body and blood of Jesus Christ by
which our Lord is truly present to forgive sin and bring life and salvation. All baptized
Christians who believe this promise are welcome to commune. Parents with children are
encouraged to come to the altar together. Children who do not yet receive communion
will receive the blessing of the Church from the Pastor.

Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional communion. An
usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to avoid a long line in the aisle.
Pick up a communion cup on either side at the first pew. The pastor will place a host in
your open palm. Turn to either the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant
to receive wine. After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their First Holy
Communion should come forward for a blessing. Please maintain social distance between
non-family members.

Gluten-free wafers are available; let Pastor know when you come forward to
receive.



Service of Holy Communion

Significance of the Day: As Solomon prays for wisdom, we seek to more deeply know the
treasures of faith. In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images that reveal to us the reign

of God: a tree that becomes a sheltering home, yeast that penetrates and expands, a treasured

pearl, a net that gains a great catch. Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign, the great
surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!

Gathering
Prelude Suite of Variations on Jesu, Meine Freude
(The assembly stands as the ministers enter.)
Confession

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.

Amen.
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.

We place our hope in ourselves

and rely on our own efforts.

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.

We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.

We sin in thought, word, and deed.

By your grace, forgive us;

through your love, renew us;

and in your Spirit, lead us;

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

(Fedak)




Beloved of God,
by the radical abundance of divine mercy

we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus,
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven.

Let us live now in hope.

For hope does not disappoint,

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Opening Hymn Open Your Ears, O Faithful People
(Please be seated. We will not be singing but these words are here for your reflection.)

Open your ears, O faithful people,
open your ears and hear God's word.
Open your hearts, O royal priesthood,
God has come to you.

Refrain
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah!
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah!

They who have ears to hear the message,
they who have ears, now let them hear;
they who would learn the way of wisdom,
let them hear God's word. Refrain

(The assembly stands.)

Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give
us your wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
(The assembly sits.)
Word
First Reading 1 Kings 3:5-12

A reading from 1 Kings:

5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and
God said, “Ask what I should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have
shown great and steadfast love to your servant my father David, because he
walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of
heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love,
and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O Lord my
God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David,
although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. 8
And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a
great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9 Give
your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able
to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great
people?”

10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to
him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long
life or riches, or for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself
understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to your word.
Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been
before you and no one like you shall arise after you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 119:129-136

129 Your decrees are wonderful;

therefore | obey them with all my heart.
130 When your word is opened it gives light;

it gives understanding to the simple.
131 | open my mouth and pant

because | long for your commandments.
132 Turn to me and be gracious to me,

as you always do to those who love your name.
133 Order my footsteps in your word;

let no iniquity have dominion over me.
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me,

and | will keep your commandments.
135 Let your face shine upon your servant

and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears,

because people do not keep your teaching.

Second Reading Romans 8:26-39

A reading from Romans:

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know
how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep
for words. 27 And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will
of God.

28 We know that all things work together for good for those who
love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in
order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those
whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also
justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.

31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who
Is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for
all of us, will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will
bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to
condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the



right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us
from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. 38 For | am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation (The assembly stands.)
Alleluia!

Many will come from east and west
and will eat in the kingdom of heaven.

Alleluia!



Gospel Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

(The reading of the Gospel.)

31 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is
like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field; 32 it is the
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs
and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its
branches.”

33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like
yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all
of it was leavened.”

44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which
someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of
fine pearls; 46 on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that
he had and bought it.

47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into
the sea and caught fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it
ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So
it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the
evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And
he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the
kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his
treasure what is new and what is old.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

(The assembly sits.)

The Sermon Pastor Brenda Martin



(The assembly remains seated.)
Hymn of the Day All My Hope on God Is Founded

(We will not be singing but these words are here for your reflection.)

All my hope on God is founded

who will all my trust renew,

who through change and chance will guide me,
only good and only true.

God unknown, God alone,

call my heart to be thine own.

Mortal pride and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray our trust;
what with care and toil we fashion,
tow'r and temple, fall to dust.

But thy pow'r, hour by hour,

Is my temple and my tow'r.

Great thy goodness, e'er enduring;
deep thy wisdom, passing thought;
splendor, light, and life attend thee,
beauty springing out of naught.
Evermore from thy store

newborn worlds rise and adore.

Still from earth to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of God's own Son.
Christ doth call one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall.

(The assembly stands.)



Apostles' Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession

A:

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the
church, the world, and all who are in need, responding “Lord in your
mercy, hear our prayer.”

(Brief silence)

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard
shrub, a woman baking bread, a fishing net. Help your church witness to
the surprising yet common ways you encounter us in daily life. We pray for
our bishops, Elizabeth and Michael; for our pastors, musicians, teachers,
council members and other leaders. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our
understanding and awe of your creation; guide the work of scientists and
researchers. Treasuring the earth, may we live as grateful and healing
caretakers of our home. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the
world into the welcoming shade of your merciful reign. Direct leaders of
nations to build trust with each other and walk in the way of peace. Gather
all leaders of all nations to fight the pandemic together. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according
to your will. Help us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to
the dying, refuge to the weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and
healing to the sick. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. Help
this congregation ask boldly for what is most needed. Refresh us with new
dreams of being your people in this place and time. Lord in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of
your people in all times and places. Embolden our witness now and one day
gather us with all your saints in light. Lord in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Are there others for whom we should pray?
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P. In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer
these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.

(The assembly sits.)

Meal

Music as the meal is prepared Offrande (Peeters)
(The deacon, on behalf of the people, prays.)

Offering Prayer
Let us pray
Gracious God, you open your hand, filling our lives will all good things and
renewing the face of the earth. We offer these gifts in thanksgiving for all
that we have received from your bounty. Accept them for the sake of him
who offered his life for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of Bread
The gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for all is now ready.

(The assembly sits.)

Communion of the Faithful
Procedure for Communing: We will be using a form of processional
communion. An usher will release each pew to come forward at a time to
avoid a long line in the aisle. Pick up a communion cup on either side at
the first pew. The pastor will place a host in your open palm. Turn to either
the left or right side to the deacon or communion assistant to receive wine.
After consuming the host and wine, pour any remaining wine into the
container, then discard your cup. Children who have not yet received their
First Holy Communion should come forward for a blessing. Please
maintain social distance between non-family members.

(Following the Communion the assembly stands for the blessing.)
Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and preserve

you onto eternal life.
Amen.
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Prayer after Communion
Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation
you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now
send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may proclaim your
redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

Sending

Our Prayer for These Times
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot
see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown.
Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go,
but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

Dismissal
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness;
be of good courage; hold fast to that which is good; render to no one evil
for evil;
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak;
help the afflicted; honor all people;
love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude Variation on Slane (Young)

(Once the pastor is at the back of the church, ushers will dismiss by row.)
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